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Join us during the school year 2005-06 for JASON Expedition:

Mysteries of Earth and Mars
The JASON Foundation for Education and NASA Ames Education presents JASON Expedition: Mysteries of Earth and Mars. Dr. Robert Ballard and a team of scientists will take middle-grade students and teachers on the trip of a lifetime -- to Mars! Working with renowned partner organizations such as NASA and National Geographic, as well as research and academic institutions around the world, students will conduct investigations and make discoveries that will help unravel the mysteries of deserts ecosystems on Earth and our red planet, Mars. This year, NASA Ames microbiologist, Linda Jahnke will be featured on the introduction DVD and the JASON broadcast as a Host Researcher.

What are JASON Expeditions?
Now in its seventieth year, JASON Expeditions are a multi-disciplinary education program that sparks the imagination of students and enhances the classroom experience using standards based concepts and inquiry driven activities. Led by the world famous Oceanographer Dr. Robert Ballard (the discover of the Titanic) and a team of leading scientists, students and teachers have traveled from our polar regions, to red-hot volcanoes, the depths of the ocean, the bayous of Louisiana, and to the dense tropical rain forests. The program is named after the explorer-hero of Greek legend who led his Argonauts on a search for the Golden Fleece. JASON is a supplemental science program with interdisciplinary connections to math, science, social studies and language arts.
Do the JASON Expeditions Work? 
A recently completed study from the Center for Children and Technology indicates that JASON works with all types of students in grades 3-9 including “at risk” populations. Students have been able to transfer process skills learned in JASON to other areas. 

Each school year JASON Expeditions offers teachers a unique combination of tools:

· Attendance at a full-day professional development workshop
· The acclaimed JASON curriculum, a rich resource of hands-on lessons; a year-round offering of activities and information from Team JASON Online (TJO)
· The JASON Classroom Network, a series of video programs about the expedition

· Participation in the JASON global conference by attending one of the live one-hour broadcasts

· Salary advancement units available: University of San Diego offers 2 semester units of graduate level credit for $99.

How do I start?

NASA Ames, serving the needs of Santa Clara, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, San Benito counties and East Bay Area teachers, is sponsoring eight JASON Teacher Workshops, based on an educator’s experience with JASON before. At these workshops you will learn how to successfully use the JASON curricular materials during our daylong training seminar taught by instructors who have successfully used JASON for many years. We are sorry, but K-2 grade classes cannot participate in JASON here at Ames. Presently, this great program is free. For more information please call Will Shaw, 650-604-0857. To register for a workshop on-line: http://128.102.86.28/jason/jason_mars.htm
www.jasonproject.org and http://quest.arc.nasa.gov/projects/jason/

